13.Numerical Structure of Jotham's Fable in Judges 9:8-15 by Labuschagne, C.J.
  
 University of Groningen
13.Numerical Structure of Jotham's Fable in Judges 9
Labuschagne, C.J.
IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.
Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Publication date:
2008
Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database
Citation for published version (APA):
Labuschagne, C. J. (2008). 13.Numerical Structure of Jotham's Fable in Judges 9: 8-15. s.n.
Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).
Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.
Download date: 12-11-2019
© 2012 Casper Labuschagne      Jotham’s Fable in Judges 9:8-15 -  rev. 02/13/12 2:30 PM 
 
 
13. Numerical Structure of Jotham’s Fable in Judges 9:8-15 
Jotham’s obliquely expressed criticism is formulated in an intricately structured 


















      
Verse Total Narrative Introduction “All Trees” “Separate trees” 
8 10 6   2+   2  
9 15  3+   Olive 12+ 
10   7    3+   4  
11 13  3+      Fig 10+ 
12   7    3+   4  
13 13       3 = 17    Vine 10=32 
14   9    5+   4  
15 24       4 =  9  Buckthorn 20 
8-15 98 (2x49) 6 13 + 13 = 26 14 52 (2x26) 
 The number 98, which is 2 x 49, represents the name of Abimelech by means of its 
numerical value, 49 (1 + 2 + 10 + 13 + 12 + 11 = 49). 
 The formulas introducing the speeches have altogether 26 words: 13 for all trees and 
13 for the separate trees. Moreover, there are 17 words used in connection with the 
olive tree, the fig tree and the vine, and 9 with reference to the useless buckthorn. 
 The words in the four speeches by the individual trees amount to 52 (2x26). 
 Note that the buckthorn needs no less than 20 words to promote his candidature! 
 The three useful trees speak altogether 32 words – representing God’s kabod. 
